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Dear Friends,

Albert Einstein wrote,
“The only thing you
absolutely have to know
is the location of the
library.” Our “new” li-
brary opened six years
ago, and I wonder if there will ever be a time when
I stop calling it the “new” library.

The Friends’ mission is to ensure people know
about the library, foster usage of the library, and
provide financial assistance as needed.

Fortunately, many residents and visitors do know
where we are located and come in to check out
items, use the computers or the equipment in the
makerspace room, as well as attend the children and
adult programs. There was a time when very little
went on at the library during the summer, but no
more. It is good to see the library busy all year long.

The next Friends Literary Luncheon will be held on
Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at the Isles Yacht
Club. Our speaker is New York Times bestselling
author Theresa Anne Fowler. All the details can be
found on page 6. Berna Goldberg, Susan Graft, and
I are once again co-chairing this event. There is a
lot of planning that goes into this major fund-raising
event. We must balance an author’s availability,
speaker fees, and other costs, with the Isles Yacht
Club Calendar. Thankfully, Berna and Susan are
excellent planners. The Friends Literary Luncheon
has become one of the most popular social events of
the season. Remember, only members of the
Friends can attend. That means everyone in the par-
ty must be a friend.

With that in mind, we have started our 2026 member-
ship drive. If you are an annual member, you are en-
couraged to renew now. Any membership forms re-
ceived after October 1, 2025, are applied to the 2026
membership year. The membership form is found on
page seven. To avoid having to remember each year,
consider a lifetime membership.

Please encourage your friends to join as well. Our mem-
bership keeps us motivated and allows us to continue
our mission.

See you around the library,
Katie Mazzi

Membership Renewal

Only Friends members can purchase tickets for
the Literary Luncheon. If you wish to become a
member, please use the Friends Membership
Application in this newsletter. You may also pick
one up in the Friends book store or download one
from friendspg.org.

Annual memberships last the entire calendar year.
Forms received after October 1 will validate mem-
berships for the rest of that year and the following
year.

Business patrons will be contacted directly with
renewal information. If you wish to become a
business patron, please email the Membership
Committee at friendsofthepglibrary(@gmail.com
for more information.

We appreciate your support!

www.friendspg.org
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From The Bookstore

by Katie Mazzi, Friends President & Bookstore Manager

In 2013, the first guest we had for our Literary Luncheon was Steve Berry. Dur-
ing Berry’s presentation, he described how he left a 30-year career as an attorney
after he became a New York Times bestselling author. Berry spent years partici-
pating in writing groups. He took his writing to the group, accepted suggestions
and critiques. Sometimes, he would leave in despair, but he kept at it. After 12
years, Berry finished 8 books. He sent 5 to NY publishing houses and received 85
straight rejection letters. Still, he kept attending the writing workshops and honing
his craft until finally his first book was published. 7 books later, he was able to
quit his day job.

Would you like some help with your writing? Library Technician Jahna Leonard
coordinates and guides the writer’s group, Jump Write In. These free sessions are
held on the second Tuesday of every month from 6 to 8 pm. There are guided
readings, exercises, and more. This is a safe place to find tips, new ideas, and
helpful hints while having fun. An added bonus to the Jump Write In sessions is
that, from time to time, published authors speak.

One guest speaker has been A. R. Farina, Friends Director, local resident, co-
editor of this publication, and published author. He is a dean and college profes-
sor with both an M.A.Ed. and an M.F.A. in Creative Writing.

Farina’s books include The Austen Chronicles, which is
a collection of modern retellings of Jane Austen’s classic
novels, published by 4 Horsemen Publications. The third
book in the series, Universal Truth, was just released on
October 11th. Even if you are not a long-time reader or
fan of Jane Austen, Tony is an amazing storyteller, and I
recommend his books.

Another excellent writer and guest speaker at a Jump
Write In session was Patrice McDonough. She is also a
Friends member and splits her time between New Jersey and
Punta Gorda. Patrice has a history degree and taught at a col-
lege preparatory school for many years, where she was named
an outstanding educator.

Universal Truth

McDonough is published by Kensington Publishing. She has
finished the first two books of a three-book series that is set in
England and is described as a Victorian mystery with the first
female medical examiner and a Detective Inspector. I have
enjoyed both books and look forward to the third in the se-
ries.

Murder By Moonrise

I encourage anyone interested in writing to take the opportunity to attend one or
more of the Jump Write In sessions at the Punta Gorda-Charlotte Library.

www.friendspg.org



Youth

Summer Reading & Makerspace

The 2025 Summer Reading Program: Color Our World
was a resounding success. This year the program had rec-
ord numbers across the board at the Punta Gorda Char-
lotte Library. 422 kids registered for Summer Reading.
There were 160 kids who finished Summer Reading by
July 19. 223, kids registered at the Kick Off Party, and the
hot dog tickets were all used up! Families enjoyed the
outdoor games as well. Both the games and the hot dog
tickets were provided by the Friends.

Patrons of all ages absolutely loved the Friends-sponsored
event, Mr. Glen’s Super Science. By the end of our Sum-
mer Reading Program, we handed out 246 books to chil-
dren ages 0-18, we read 180,400 minutes (3,007 hours),
and had 138 kids registered for our finale party.

The Makerspace, which features a variety of devices donated by the Friends, includ-
ing a new 3D printer, a utility cart, a Cricut press, and a cabinet/worktable, has seen
331 hours of machine use by over 200 patrons. Last year, 319 hours were spent, so
this year is on track to break that mark.

The Makerspace is used by artists, students, and entrepreneurs alike. They have fair
access to things that they couldn’t obtain at their homes, from tools ranging from
sewing machines, a Cricut, and a laser engraver. Friends can see the handiwork of that last one
on the plaque hanging in the bookstore next to the new quilt.

The library staff are assuming new responsibilities in the Makerspace as well. They are com-
bining learning new technologies with traditional librarianship. The staff has dedicated certain
hours and hours of their time, becoming proficient enough not on-

ly to use the equipment but to teach patrons how to use it as well.

The Makerspace embodies the library's long-standing purpose to facilitate infor-
mation access and promote further education in a welcoming community environ-
ment. Libraries that embrace innovation and hands-on creation actively contribute
to the community’s development, one project at a time.

E Speaking of the Makerspace, Punta Gorda Charlotte Library’s very own Lee Nieves won the Innova-
< tion in Technology award from the Southwest Florida Library Network during their Inaugural
« Awards Ceremony during SWFLN Staff Day.

ENominations were open for all staff of SWFLN’s 30 institutional members. Eight Charlotte County
« Libraries staff members were nominated by coworkers, supervisors, and other members of SWFLN.
E Charlotte County Library System’s nominees brought home three of six awards.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
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All Around The Library

Garden Club by Mary Yeomans, President, Punta Gorda Garden Club

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero

(This quote appears on a plaque embedded in the garden at the entrance of the library.
It was engraved by Mary Yeomans in the library Makerspace on a piece of granite
found in someone’s trash!)

The Punta Gorda Garden Club (PGGC) has been in existence for over 75 years, and
for many of those years its members have tended gardens at the public library in

town. Beginning in 1974, the Punta Gorda Library was located on Henry Street, and

club members installed plants and started gardening at this location in 1994. In 2019,

a new building was constructed near History Park, and the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library opened. Permission from the
county to work at the new library was granted in 2022, and the old library building was sold, so club gardeners “dug in”
to the beds at the front library entrance to provide interest and color. At both locations, PGGC members installed plants
and tended them monthly, pruning, weeding, and mulching when necessary.

A Seed Library was recently started at the library, and since its inception, PGGC members have been involved in pack-
aging seeds to be available for library members for free. Seeds often come in packages larger than needed to start a vege-
table, herb, or flower garden, so these smaller envelopes provide seeds to more visitors,

introducing more members of the community to the rewards of gardening.
K\ //

Each month, a different plant is displayed on the front counter Ll

of the library with information about the plant. This program is
called “Focus on Plants” and started in August of 2022, provid-
ing interested library members (and staff!) with information
about the plants. Also, flyers, bookmarks, and information
about PGGC programs are available for the taking, and it is
hoped that interested folks might come to a meeting and per-
haps join the club!

This year, PGGC member Elaine LaWell installed a butterfly
garden behind the library. Elaine received several grants and
donations to make this possible, and the garden bed is now
blooming and attracting those important pollinators. Club mem- &
bers volunteered their time on several occasions to help Elaine,
and some donated native plants known to attract butterflies. As a 501(c)3, the garden
club handled the funds garnered by Elaine and disbursed funds when needed. Benches
were installed, so now this is a destination for quiet reflection and appreciation for the
beauty of nature.

All meetings of PGGC are open to the public, and each meeting includes an educational program. Topics are listed on
the club website and Facebook page. Anyone who is interested in learning more about joining the club may come to a
%@ meeting or contact Mary Yeomans at mymrsphysics@aol.com or 609-751-2374. The club

wy  meets on the third Wednesday of each month, September to April, at 1:30 pm at the Peace
River Baptist Church.

As Cicero wrote many years ago, “If you have a garden and a library, you have everything
you need.” What a smart man, and what a great partnership!

www.friendspg.org



In Memoriam

Georgia Buda

Georgia Buda served the past 8 years as a Director of the Friends of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library
Board. She was committed and enthusiastic about her work on the Board. She always stepped up and volun-
teered to help. Georgia and the late Sara Benson co-chaired the Friends Evening Reception on March 7,
2020, to celebrate the new library’s completion. She served on the Friends membership committee and en-
joyed hosting membership drives in the library.

In addition to her Friends Library family, Georgia is survived by her husband Tony, son Anthony (Melissa),
daughter Dawn, and grandson Brandon, as well as extended family members.

We celebrate Georgia Buda and the good life she lived. The Friends will donate a book to the library in her
memory.

| Legacy Gifts for the Friends

As a member of Friends of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library (“Friends’), we know you value reading.
| Friends members also share the mission of promoting the use of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library (the
| “Library”), being a community advocate for the Library, and providing financial support to augment and main-
| tain the Library collection and provide for Library improvements.

| You can ensure your values live on by making a gift to Friends, as many other members have done and contin-
jue to do.

| If you would like someone to contact you regarding possibly making a gift, either directly or through your es-
I tate plan, please provide the information below via email or the postal service.

Your privacy is important to us. It is our strict policy not to give, sell, or donate your contact infor-
mation to anyone outside our organization without your permission.

| Email: info@friendspg.org Address: 401 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

Name Email and/or Phone Number

www.friendspg.org




Judi Roth

Platinum Sponsor

A Members Only Event!

The Friends of the
Punta Gorda Charlotte Library Present:

The 2026 Literary Luncheon

Featuring

The New York Times Bestselling Author
Therese Anne Fowler

Tuesday, February 24, 2026

Isles Yacht Club, 1780 West Marion Ave, Punta Gorda
Doors open at 11 a.m., Luncheon at 11:45 a.m.,
Raffle Baskets at 12:30 p.m., Presentation at 1:00 p.m.

Daniel Turbert

Photography

Tickets will go on sale to Friends members on November 21, 2025

Copperfish Books will be at the venue selling Therese Anne Fowler’s books and she will be available to sign copies.

To reserve your seats, submit this completed form, along with a check made payable to Friends of the Punta Gorda
Charlotte Library, in person at the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library Bookstore, or by mail to: Friends of Punta
Gorda Charlotte Library, 401 Shreve St., Punta Gorda, FL. 33950. ALL SALES FINAL.

Please submit a separate check if you are also paying dues.

Secured seating is assigned to tables of eight (8). Payment and a valid email are required to make a reservation, and
your confirmation will be emailed to you. Your seat assignment will be given at the “check-in table” on the day of the
event. All paid reservations are final. Raffle tickets for the gift baskets will be sold at the event for CASH ONLY.

If you have questions, please call 941-661-6679 or e-mail info@friendspg.org.

Date Name

Phone E-Mail

Number of tickets @ $70 each (Friends of the Library Members only)
Total Due

If purchasing multiple seats, please include a list of the names of the persons attending and include payment for everyone.

www.friendspg.org



Friends of The Punta Gorda Charlotte Library

401 Shreve Street
Punta Gorda Florida 33950

Friends Membership Application

The mission of the Friends of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library is to promote the usage of, appreciation for,
and provide support for the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library.

Please become a Friend | Annual memberships are January 1st through December 31st of each year. Forms
dated after October 1* of that year will include the next calendar year as well.

Thank You for your continued loyalty and support!
PLEASE PRINT CAREFULLY

Use this form for a new membership or to renew your current membership.

You may drop the membership form off at the Friends’ bookstore in the library or mail it to:
Friends of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library, 401 Shreve St., Punta Gorda, FL 33950.

Date

Name (s)

Address

Phone (s)

*Email @

New Renewal Lifetime

Please make checks payable to: Family Annual ~ § 25.00

Friends of the Punta Gorda Charlotte Library Lifetime $250.00

Contributions are tax deductible - Friends isa 501(C)3 corporation. Donation

Total

*Please be assured that the Friends will never sell your e-mail address or use it for any other purpose than to
communicate Friends information to you.

By providing your e-mail address you are giving the Friends permission to send you e-mails.

www.friendspg.org
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Friends of the Library Business Patrons

Share this information with your business friends and encourage them to become a Friends Business Patron.

LIFETIME MEMBERS:

Andreae Group at ReMax Harbor Realty

Farr Law Firm
Gould Family Trust

Marianne Lilly, Re/Max Harbor Realty

Punta Gorda Coffee & Tea
Roth Family Foundation
Shivley Charitable Foundation
Wyvern Hotel

Avant Construction, Inc.
C&R Graphics
Copperfish Books

F.M. Don’s
Isles Yacht Club

Nolan Family Insurance




